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3. Lift could take passengers straight into
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The Daily Race and a
Sacred Conver sation

By Zeba Hastiim and Vasmiin Maogalied *
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Every day is a race to fulfill
our responsibilities. Those basic

responsibilities can involve studying,
earning a living, looking after our
family, and giving time to friends. As
we are busy in the race to complete the
items on our daily checklist, another
type of recording takes place at another
level; the recording of our good and bad
deeds. While our daily routine is part of
our deeds, the daily race to accumulate
good deeds breaks down the daily
routine and allows us to examine our
each action and intention.

Did we wake up for Fajr? How much
devotion was involved in our praying
today? Did we speak gently toourmother
today? Did we help anyone in anyway
today? Did we overindulge in talking,
spending, eating, relaxing? Did we learn
good knowledge? Did we impart it to
others? There are innumerable ways to
gain rewards and to negate the rewards
without even realizing it at times.

Imagine charting the good and
bad deeds on an average day. For the
individual who is consciously aware of
their deeds, the chart would resemble
somewhat ofa zigzag line. For example,
my day started off with Fajr prayer on
time butsaid groggily and quickly. I then
visited a sick friend to make him feel
better. I met some friends and perhaps
we spoke too much about another
brother. I saw a community member
struggling with her groceries while
walking home so I helped her carry her
bags. My mother reminded me of some

B VEPE - p TV iy - el aubad) sasll
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chores I was expected to complete and
I didn't reply back to her. I was going
to the university just at Dhuhr time and
was able to join the congregation at the
masjid which was on my way.

It's a daily race to outdo the negative
with the positive. Frequently examining
your actions lead to better habits that
makes one a positive, pious, caring
and contributing individual. While we
may be examining our own deeds, the
All-Knowing is the most Merciful and
wants the best for us. A beautiful hadith
qudsi narrated by Abu Huraira is that
the Prophet (pbuh) said: Allah says:
Whenever My slave intends to do a
bad deed. (I say to the deeds recording
angels): Do not record it against him
until he (actually) commits it. If he has
done so, write it down exactly as one in
hisrecord book. Butifherefrains from it
for My sake, write down this as a virtue
in his favour. And when he intends to do
a good deed, but does not actually do it,
write it as a virtue for him And if he puts
it into practice, write its reward equal
to, from ten to seven hundred times (in
his account). [Bukhari, Muslim, and

Tirmidhi]
It has been made so easy for us to
accumulate rewards provided our

intention in our obligations, work and
with others remains good. We may be
able to fool ourselves with our intentions
at times but we cannot fool our Creator.
In another hadith reported by Muslim,
it 1s narrated that the purity of intention
is behind every deed. The hadith states



e
that the following three types of cases
will be decided on the Day of Judgement
to enter the gates of hell; a martyr who
fought to be called a brave warrior, a
scholar who studied to gain worldly
popularity, and a rich man who gave to
be recognized as generous.

Although bad intentions that haven't
been committed aren't recorded, the
best of visible deeds cannot be fulfilled
without the clearest of intention. And
for those good intentions Allah bestows
upon us multiple rewards. Allah’s mercy
1s generous. It's human nature to err,
however, if we are conscious of God’s
basic commands that keep harmony
and balance with others and overall on
Earth then we can keep our records in
the positive. The Prophet Muhammad

(pbuh) said that Allah said: My mercy
has preceded My wrath. [Muslim]

But there is a time of night when the
whole world transforms: work ends,
traffic sleep, and silence is the only
sound. At that time-while the world
around us sleeps-there is One who

remains awake and waits for us to call
on Him. We are told in the hadith qudsi:
«Our Lord descends during the last
third of each night to the lower heaven,
and says: <Is there anyone who calls on
Me that I may respond to him? Is there
anyone who asks Me that Imay give unto
him? Is there anyone who requests My
Forgiveness that I may forgive him?>»
(Bukhari and Muslim)

One can only imagine what would
happen if a king were to come to our
door, offering to give us anything we
want. One would think that any sane
person would at least set their alarm for
such a meeting. If we were told that at
exactly one hour before dawn a check
for $10,000,000 would be left at our
doorstep, would we not wake up to take
it?

Allah has told us that at this time of
night, just before dawn, He will come
to His servants. Imagine this. The Lord
of the universe has offered us a sacred
conversation with Him. That Lord waits
for us to come speak with Him, and yet
many of us leave Him waiting while
we sleep in our beds. Allah comes to us
and asks what we want from Him. The
Creator of all things has told us that He
will give us whatever we ask. And yet
we sleep.

There will come a day when this
veil of deception will be lifted. The
Quran says: «[It will be said], You were
certainly in unmindfulness of this,and
We have removed from you your
cover,so your sight, this Day, is sharp.»
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(50:22).

On that Day, we will see the true
reality. On that Day, we will realize that
two rak at (units) of prayer were greater
than everything in the heavens and the
earth. We will realize the priceless check
that was left on our doorstep every night
as we slept. There will come a day when
we would give up everything under the
sky just to come back and pray those
two rak at.

There will come aday when we would
give up everything we ever loved in this
life, everything that preoccupied our
hearts and minds, every mirage we ran
after, just to have that conversation with
Allah. But on that Day, there will be
some from whom Allah will turn away...
and forget, as they had once forgotten
Him.

The Quran says: «He will say, <My
Lord, why have you raised me blind
while I was [once] seeing?>[Allah] will
say, <Thus did Our signs come to you,
and you forgot them;

and thus will you this Day be
forgotten.>» (20:125126-)

In Surat al-Muminoon, Allah says:
«Do not cry out today. Indeed, by Us
you will not be helped.» (23:65)

Can you imagine for a moment what
these ayat (verses) are saying? This
1s not about being forgotten by an old
friend or classmate. This is about being
forgotten by the Lord of the worlds. Not
hellfire. Not boiling water. Not scalded
skin. There is no punishment greater
than this.

.‘v L VEVE -p f'\rhé.!_)_i--ag)_&_i_"g&ghu.na.\_i_"
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And as there is no punishment
greater than this, there is no reward
greater than what the Prophet describes
in the following hadith:»When those
deserving of Paradise would enter
Paradise, the Blessed and the Exalted
would ask: Do you wish Me to give
you anything more? They would say:
Hast Thou not brightened our faces?
Hast Thou not made us enter Paradise
and saved us from Fire? He would lift
the veil, and of things given to them
nothing would be dearer to them than
the sight of their Lord, the Mighty and
the Glorious.» [Sahih Muslim]

But one does not need to wait until
that Day to know the result of this
nighttime meeting with Allah . The
truth 1s, there are no words to describe
the overwhelming peace in this life
from such a conversation. One can
only experience it to know. Its effect
on one’s life is immeasurable. When
you experience qiyam, the late night
prayer the rest of your life transforms.
Suddenly, the burdens that once crushed
you become light. The problems that
were irresolvable become solved. And
that closeness to your Creator, which
was once unreachable, becomes your
only lifeline.

* Complete article is found on the web site www.
IslamiCity.com. Article Ref: ICI120585215- &
SW11084815-.
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