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U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, organdonor.gov — "What Can Be Donated", on tissue recovery
timeframes after death.

Eye Bank Association of America (EBAA), restoresight.org — FAQs on corneal preservation and viability win-
dows.

EyeWiki (American Academy of Ophthalmology) — "Corneal Donation", on post-mortem time and preserva-
tion limits.
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Few accusations are repeated more often in modern intellectual discourse than the claim that
Islam is "unscientific," "anti-empirical," or incompatible with rational inquiry. The modern world,
deeply shaped by secular scientism and the prestige of empirical science, frequently portrays
religion in general-and Islam in particular-as grounded merely in faith, dogma, and inherited
tradition.

Whereas science is presented as the exclusive domain of observation, experimentation, and
certainty. According to this view, science investigates reality objectively while religion rests upon
unverifiable assumptions detached from experience and evidence.

Yet such a characterization collapses upon closer examination. In fact, Islam-as the religion re-
vealed to all prophets from Adam to Muhammad, the Seal of the Prophets (peace and blessings
be upon them all)-is not only empirical, but in many respects more empirical than science itself.
This statement may initially appear paradoxical, but only because empiricism in modern thought
has been narrowed and confined to the smallest material dimensions of existence. Islam, by
contrast, embraces a far broader and more comprehensive conception of experience, observa-
tion, and knowledge.

The central issue is therefore not whether Islam is empirical, but what counts as reality, what
counts as experience, and what dimensions of existence are allowed to be observed and stud-
ied. Modern science restricts itself almost entirely to the physical and measurable realm ac-
cessible to the bodily senses and technological instruments. Islam accepts this realm fully, but
simultaneously insists that reality extends far beyond it into the unseen (ghayb), the spiritual,
metaphysical, and transcendent dimensions of existence. Consequently, Islam's empiricism is
not narrower than science's empiricism, but vastly wider, deeper, and ontologically more

complete.
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By narrowing its scope from the very beginning, science doomed itself to failure. It sentenced
itself to a debacle whose consequences have become increasingly apparent in modern times.
By restricting reality to the merely material, measurable, and experimentally observable, sci-
ence cut itself off from the higher spiritual and metaphysical dimensions of existence. Science's
self-imposed smallness thus produced the smallness of man himself and, consequently, the
smallness of his mind and his so-called civilization. Humanity advanced technologically and
materially, yet spiritually, morally, and existentially it became increasingly diminished, confused,

and hollow.

What Is Empiricism?

Empiricism, in its simplest definition, is the
theory that knowledge arises primarily through
observation, sensory perception, and experience.
Scientific inquiry relies upon experimentation,
observation, measurement, and repeated verifi-
cation. A scientist observes phenomena, gathers
evidence, conducts experiments, and then draws
conclusions based upon empirical data.

Modern science therefore prides itself on being
evidence-based. It seeks to avoid speculation
detached from observation and insists that reli-
able knowledge must emerge from what can be

experienced, tested, and verified.
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Islam fundamentally shares this empirical orientation. The Qur'an repeatedly invites human be-
ings to observe, reflect, travel, think, examine, compare, and learn from both nature and history.
It constantly directs attention toward signs (ayat) in the horizons and within human beings them-
selves. The Qur'an appeals to sight, hearing, intellect, memory, and experience. It condemns
blind following and praises reflection and certainty grounded in knowledge.

However, Islam differs radically from secular science in one decisive respect: it refuses to
reduce reality only to what material instruments can currently measure. Islam recognizes that
existence contains both the seen and the unseen, the physical and the metaphysical, the mate-
rial and the spiritual. Accordingly, empirical experience in Islam is not confined merely to matter.
It extends into dimensions of reality inaccessible to ordinary sensory capacities but nonetheless

fully real and experiential.

Prophethood and Empirical Experience

Everything preached by the prophets was itself
rooted in experience, observation, witnessing, and
certainty. The prophets did not merely speculate
about God, revelation, angels, Paradise, or the
unseen world. They directly experienced them.

Prophet Musa spoke directly with Allah. Prophet
Ibrahim was shown the realities of existence and
the workings of divine power. Prophet Muhammad
experienced perhaps the most comprehensive
empirical encounter with the unseen realm in

human history.
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During the Mi'raj, the Prophet was brought into the divine presence and directly received from
Allah the commandment of prayer as the axis of all pillars of Islam. He saw Archangel Jibril
numerous times and in different forms, including his original angelic form. Jibril was responsible
for conveying revelation from Allah, making the Qur'an not the product of human speculation but
divine speech transmitted through direct communication.

The Prophet also saw Paradise and Hell. He conversed with earlier prophets including Adam,
Musa, Ibrahim, and Isa. He interacted with the jinn, another component of the unseen realm. He
witnessed some of the greatest signs and miracles of Allah in both heaven and earth. He like-
wise saw all the seven firmaments, each with its respective majesty.

And the Qur'an emphatically underscores: "The (Prophet's) (mind and) heart in no way falsified
that which he saw. So will you dispute with him over what he saw?...(His) sight never swerved,
nor did it go wrong!" (al-Najm 11-12, 17).

The Prophet's life was indeed profoundly experiential. The barriers separating the seen from
the unseen, and the physical from the spiritual, were repeatedly opened before him. His exis-
tence in its entirety was otherworldly and miraculous. Much of what he saw, heard, experienced,

and conveyed was literally "out of this world."
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One cannot help but ask: is this not empiricism? Is this not experience, observation, witness-
ing, and certainty? Is this not precisely what science itself seeks-namely access to truth through
experience?

The difference lies not in empiricism itself, but in the scope and completeness of the empirical

field.

The Narrow Empiricism of Modern Science

Modern empirical science deliberately excludes
the spiritual and unseen dimensions of existence.
It confines itself almost entirely to the material
realm. This limitation grants science precision
within its field, but simultaneously creates enor-
mous blind spots.

Scientific observations and experiments are
often accurate within their narrow contexts. How-
ever, because they are detached from the larger
ontological framework of existence, they frequently
become misunderstood, misapplied, and ulti-
mately harmful. Facts become isolated fragments

suspended without ultimate meaning or purpose.
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Science studies matter but cannot explain why existence itself exists. It measures processes
but cannot explain ultimate purpose. It analyzes mechanisms but cannot answer why conscious-
ness, morality, beauty, love, death, or meaning exist at all.

As a result, science often becomes trapped within speculation and conjecture precisely where
the most important questions begin. It often ends up contradicting itself. Despite immense tech-
nological progress, humanity still struggles with the most basic existential issues: Why are we
here? What is consciousness? What happens after death? What is morality grounded in? What
is truth? What is the meaning of suffering? What is the ultimate purpose of existence?

Science possesses immense quantities of information but remains uncertain about the most
fundamental realities of life. Its discoveries, detached from transcendent meaning, often become
vulnerable to manipulation, exploitation, and abuse. Knowledge without moral and spiritual orien-
tation becomes dangerous. The notion that knowledge is power is often little more than a utopia
and a smokescreen. In the end, it frequently becomes the "power" of confusion, distortion, and
draconian control.

With so much initial promise and hype during the Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution,
many aspects of modern science are gradually becoming clichés. They are even becoming bor-
ing and uninspiring. Approaching the limits of their own paradigm, they are slowly drifting into a
cul-de-sac.

The modern world demonstrates this contradiction vividly. Scientific advancement has pro-
duced extraordinary technological capabilities, yet humanity remains plagued by anxiety, wars,
moral confusion, nihilism, loneliness, environmental destruction, and spiritual emptiness. Sci-
ence promised liberation, certainty, and progress, but its isolated empiricism frequently became
anticlimactic. Its achievements turned into burdens because they were disconnected from higher

truths and purposes.
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Islam's Comprehensive Empiricism

Islam, by contrast, integrates empirical observa-
tion into a much larger and more coherent onto-
logical framework. In Islam, the physical world is
not isolated from the spiritual world. Rather, both
complement and illuminate one another.

Nature itself is described in the Qur'an as a
collection of signs pointing toward higher realities.
Observation in Islam is therefore never an end in
itself. Scientific inquiry becomes a stepping stone
toward deeper levels of truth and awareness.

The physical realm is not rejected; it is contex-
tualized. The material world serves the spiritual
world. Observation leads to reflection, reflection
leads to wisdom, and wisdom leads to recognition
of Almighty Allah.

Islam hence possesses a more complete em-
piricism because it studies reality in its totality
rather than in fragments. It acknowledges sensory
experience while also recognizing higher forms of
perception awakened through revelation, spirituali-

ty, morality, and purification of the soul.
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Modern science often assumes that only material instruments can produce reliable knowledge.
Islam responds that the human being himself is also an instrument of perception. Just as physi-
cal senses can be sharpened, spiritual senses as well can be awakened and refined. A purified
soul can perceive realities inaccessible to material instruments alone.

And so, Islam does not reject empiricism; it expands it.

Scientists and Prophets: The Structure of Belief

There exists another striking similarity be-
tween science and Islam. In both cases, the
overwhelming majority of people do not directly
observe or experiment themselves. Rather, they
rely upon trusted authorities.

Very few people personally conduct advanced
scientific experiments. Most people accept
scientific conclusions because scientists report
them. When asked whether they themselves
directly observed distant galaxies, subatomic
particles, black holes, or complex laboratory pro-
cesses, most people would honestly answer no.
Somebody else observed them, conveyed the

results, and they believed them.
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The same principle applies to revelation. The prophets observed, experienced, interacted with,
and witnessed realities beyond ordinary human access. They then conveyed those realities to
humanity.

In both cases, consequently, people believe testimony communicated by others. Human beings
are always followers and believers in some sense. Nobody independently verifies every claim

personally. Society functions upon trust in chains of transmission and authority.

The real question thus becomes: whom should one trust more?

The Trustworthiness of the Prophets

Here Islam again stands on incomparably stronger ground.

Prophet Muhammad was universally known as al-Amin-the Trustworthy-even before propheth-
ood. His integrity, honesty, moral excellence, and reliability were acknowledged by both friends
and enemies. His entire life testified to truthfulness, sacrifice, sincerity, and moral perfection.

By contrast, scientists, while often brilliant intellectually, remain ordinary human beings subject
to greed, ambition, vanity, politics, financial pressures, careerism, ideological biases, and moral
weakness. Many scientists throughout history possessed deeply flawed moral lives. Some be-
came instruments of destruction, exploitation, and manipulation. Scientific genius has frequently
coexisted with ethical bankruptcy.

This does not invalidate science itself, but it demonstrates that scientists are hardly infallible
authorities worthy of blind trust.

Moreover, the Prophet's knowledge came through Jibril, who is likewise described by Allah as
trustworthy. The chain of revelation - it follows - is grounded entirely upon trustworthiness and
purity: from Allah to Jibril al-Amin to Muhammad al-Amin; from the best in heaven to the best on

earth.
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What comparable chain of absolute integrity exists within modern scientific systems shaped
by corporations, governments, ideological agendas, financial interests, competition, and human
weakness?

The comparison is almost impossible to make. The difference is indeed like that between
heaven and earth.

Islam, it goes without saying, is not anti-scien-
tific nor anti-empirical. Rather, it offers a richer,
broader, deeper, and more coherent empiricism
than secular science itself. Science studies

pieces of reality detached from ultimate

meaning, whereas Islam studies existence as an

integrated whole encompassing both matter and

spirit, the seen and the unseen, the worldly and
the eternal.

The prophets did not merely speculate about truth; they experienced it. They witnessed reali-
ties inaccessible to ordinary perception and conveyed them through chains of absolute trustwor-
thiness. Islam's empiricism therefore extends beyond laboratories and instruments into the full
spectrum of existence itself.

Modern science, having isolated itself from metaphysical reality, became confined within uncer-
tainty, skepticism, and incompleteness. Islam, however, situates empirical knowledge within the
larger ontological framework of divine purpose and ultimate truth.

For this reason, Islam is not less empirical than science. It is more empirical, more

comprehensive, and ultimately more reliable than science itself.

Dr. Spahic Omer is an Associate Professor at the Kulliyyah of lslamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, International
Islamic University Malaysia (ILLUM)

(*) Complete article is found on the web site www.lslamiCity.com. May 17, 2026
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